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PREFACE 



IT not infrequendy happens that a reader can 
remember nothing relating to a certain book 
beyond the mere fact that at some period of his 
life he has read it. And, indeed, though the 
knowledge that he had done so would in itself be 
of little value, sometimes even that one point can- 
not be definitely recalled. But, further than this, 
it would often be of much interest — occasionally 
of real importance — to know when he had read 
it, what impressions it conveyed, what were its 
salient features, its associations, its relations to 
his life and thought at the time. Memory at best 
is apt to be treacherous and defective, and for the 
want of a proper record kept of the books he 
has read, the reader loses many of the pleasures 
of reminiscence and reflection. Such a record this 
book purports to be ; a register in which may be 
entered succinctly the title, names of author and 
publisher, date of reading, subject, references to 
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marked pass^es, and comments pertaining to each 
book as he peruses it. By means of it many facts 
may be kept in view, which otherwise would soon 
be lost or so disconnected as to be unavailable. 
In addition, provision is made for an alphabetical 
index of the books read. Not only will such a 
register be invaluable in itself, but it will strengthen 
the memory and deepen the impressions made by 
the books themselves. 
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